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THE TWO WITNESSES. 
Their Resurrection and Ascension. 

In our last, we traced the course of the Two Witnesses to 
the vonsummation of their career in 16085. We discovered, 
that the prediction was accurately fulfilled in the revocation of 
religious tolerance by Louis XIV of France. Death was the 
sentence pronounced upon them, if found in the practice of 
worship contrary to the institutions of the Beast; who made 
war upon them, conquered them and killed them—ver. 7. 
From this time, for one hundred and five years precisely, the 
Huguenots of Fiance were silent as the grave. ‘The massa- 
creof St. Bartholomew was followed up in 1572 with rebellion; 
but the dragonades of 1685 were succeeded by the silence of 
death. Reader! this is a remarkable fact. It is as notorious 
as it is remarkable; and mark, J request you, this silence of a 
century and five years was no accident; but a thing determin- 
ed 1586 years before it came to pass; for, it is written, “and 
their corpses shall lie in the broad way (platea) of the 
great city, which is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt; where 
also our Lord was crucified. And persons of various people, 
and tribes, and tongues, and nations shall look on their dead 
bodies chree days and a half, and shall not permit their corpses 
to be laid in graves.” 

‘fhe conquest and death of this body politic in France gave 
great joy to the papal monster. A twentieth part of the 
whole were put to death in a short time, and near six hundred 
thousand abandoned that kingdom of the beast. Yet, though 
they ca-ried with themto England, Holland, Germany and 
America, their wealth, their industry, their skill, and thus gave 
a mortal blow to the prosperity of France, their besotted 
persecutors, or executioners, rejoiced over them with exceed- 
ing great joy. This was but a renewal of the exultation man- 
ifested by the pontiff and his worshippers, after the massacre of 
the Huguenots in 1572. On that oceasion great rejoicings 
were made in the courts of France, Rome, and Spain, they 
went in procession, to the churches, they returned public 
thanks to God, they sung te deums, they celebrated jubilees, 
‘hey struck medals; and it was enacted, that St. Bartholomew’s 
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day should, ever afterwards, be kept with double pomp an¢ 
solemnity. “And,” says the prophecy, “they who dwell o) 
the earth shall rejoice over them, and be glad, and shall wei 
gilts to each other;” and why should they do this? “Becays¢ 
these two prophets tormented (with their testimony, with fire 
and sword,) those who dwell on the earth.” 

In 1685, the remnant of the unfortunate Vaudois at the jp. 
stigation of Louis XIV, again became the victims of popal bar 
bacity. The Duke of Savoy, the sovereign of the inhabitay;. 
of the Piedmontese valleys published a cruel edict agains: 
them; in on with which they were imprisoned an; 
murdered, or banished and dispersed. The refugees wer 
kindly received and succoured by the protestant states; ap) 
after a while secretly entering Savoy, sword in hand, they re. 
gained their ancient possessions with great slaughter of thei; 
enemies; and the Duke himself, having then leit the French 
interest, granted them a full pardon; and re-establishe! them 
by another edict signed June 4, 1690. The most horrid scene; 
of violence and bloodshed have been exhibited on this theatr 
of papal tyranny, and the stnall number of the Waldenses, that 
yet survive (about 20,000) have been indebted for subsistence 
and support, precarious and uncertain as it is, to the continua! 
intercession made for them by the English, Dutch, and Swi. 
who continually have solicited the clemency of the Duke 1: 
their behalf. 

“And their corpses shall lie in the platea of the great city 
three days and ahalf. And after three days and a half, Lreaih 
of (political) life from God entered them and they stood upon 
their feet.” So reads the prophecy of the condition of the body 
politic of the ‘Two Witnesses from the time of their death tc 
their coming to life again. Now, if a man read the history ! 
France, the tenth part of Babylon, if he read attentively, |i 
will be struck with this truth, that from A. D. 1204 to 1685 the 
history is crowded with events in relation to the religious ané 
political Democracy of the kingdom; but, suddenly, from 1¢* 
—6 to 1789, the Democratic body is no longer spoken of in con 
nexion with the internal affairs of the French monarchy. |: 
1685, France had attained its zenith fas one of the ten king: 
doms of the west; it was more powertul, wealthy, prosperous, 
and brilliant than any of its rivals; and its king was renowned 
as “the grand monarch” of Europe. It was fit then, tbat the 
scene of the prophecy in relation to the career of the Two Wi 
nesses should be displayed on Gallic ground; ard especially, 
that their tragic fate should be contemporary with the plev' 
tude of their destroyer’s power. But from that time the French 
monarchy began to decline until in 1789-90 it was swept from 
the arena with the besom of destruction. The cruelties ¢! 
Louis XIV roused the hearts of Germans, Dutch, and Englis!: 
against him. The prince of Orange became the soul and !es¢ 
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er of this coalition united in sympathy and feeling. A league 
was concluded at Augsburg betwixt the German princes, Eng- 
land and Holland, against Louis. Spain joined, excited by 


jealousy of a domineering neighbor; and likewise the Emperor 


of Austria; so that his unequalled barbarity brought the calami- 
ties of war upon his own savage adherents. 

From 1685 to 1790 is exactly 105 years; or three lunar days 
anda half of years. If these 105 be the duration signified in the 
prediction, the reader may expectto find some important events 
in connexion with the Democratic Witnesses “after” the ex- 
piration of 1790. For the Witnesses were not yee io live 
again politically and spiritually, but they were to strike terror 
into those who beheld them; and besides this, there was to be 
in the hour of their political ascensiun, “‘a great earthquake” or 
revolution; by which “a tenth part o- the city” Babylon was to 
fall, and aristocratic titles, “the titles of men,” were to be de- 
stroyed or abolished. Now the question is, did any of these 
things happen in France after 1790; if they did, then the de- 
mocracy lived again politically, stood upon their feet in the 
face of their adversaries, ready for action, ascended to politi- 
cal power, and struck terror into the hearts of all who looked 
upon them. 

Who is there so ignorant of the history of the world for th» 
last sixty years as not to be acquainted with the democratic 
revolutions of America and Europe? It is well known to all 
intelligent Americans, that the independence of the thirteen co- 
lonies was consummated by the fleets and armies of the despot 
of France, who acknowledged the independence of American 
democracy in 1778. In 1783, Britain also recognized the na- 
tionality of the United States, and peace was accordingly made 
between England and Fiance. Lafayette, Rochambeau, the 
Duc de Lauzan, Berthier, Dumas, the vicomte de Noailles, de 
Lameth, &c., with the French army infected with democratic 
principles, returned to France; and in turn diffused the conta- 


gion of liberty and equality among the people at large. A new 


party now arose in the state, called the “American party” 
which was violent and liberal, and acknowledged as its chief, 
the Duke of Orleans, brother to the king. Having assumed the 
leadership of this party, the Duke was exiled in consequence. 
His friends now stirred in his behalf. Brienne, archbishop of 
Toulouse, the prime minister, determined to break them up; 
plans were secretly matured for dismissing the parliament, and 
establishing instead a high court of ete composed of peers, 
magistrates and notables. The project leaked out, and the par- 
liament voted a declaration, that the States General had alone 
the right of granting taxes; that magistrates were irremovable; 
that no one should be arrested without immediate trial before 
his natural judge. The king dissolved the parliament. The 
bailiwicks and plenary courts were instituted in its stead. Re- 
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sistance was now general. Collisions took place universal}, 
in the provinces between the troops and the people, who up. 
ported their ancient magistracy. This happened in 1787. The 
treasury in the mean time grew empty. Brichne convokcd the 
clergy and demanded of them a loan. But they were deaf t) 
the application; and to his demands for sppply, they gave jp 
answer the universal echo, the States General; wnd as if impa. 
tient of ruin, requested the immediate convocation of the As 
sembly. Ia August 1788 appeared in consequence an arvet of 
the council, convoking the estates in the month of May, 17s¢ 
Thus Brienne struck the vessel of the state on the sand bark 
ot the states general, of which the fers efat, or commons (the 
democracy ) was equal to that of the noblesse and clergy unit- 
ed. “In more favorable circumstances” says the historian, “with 
more skillful pilots it might have righted, and floated into port: 
but the wind now menacing, the popular tempest soon broke 
loose, and the monarchy went to pieces.” 

Thus “the breath of life from God came upon the Witness- 
es fromthe West. The democratic breeze blew upon them 
trom these American shores, on which many had sought rcfvge 
from the cruelties of the savage beast who slew them politica!- 
ly in 1685. A Louis put them to death, and a Louis, the great. 
great great grand-son of their executioner, was the means 
of giving them political life, by sending his fleets and armies 
tu establish democracy on the wreck of monarchy in these 
States. His soldiers re-imported the principles into France, 
which effected the re-establishment of the states general, which 
in 1791, once more placed the Witnesses upon their feet. “And 
great fear fell upon those who looked upon them.” How won- 
derfully and wisely does God direct the affairs of men! 

All that | have time to do on the present occasion, is just to 
enumerate a few leading events, with but few comments upon 
them. The period of the resurrection, and ascension of the 
Two Witnesses is one of the most important and momentcus | 
in its proximate and ultimate events, that have come upon the 
world since the destruction of Jerusalem. The breathing o! 
God upon the Witnesses in 1789 consummated the first act o! 
the grand tragedy, which in its developement abolished the 
privileged orders, dissipated to the four winds theii titles, mas 
sacred the priests and aristocrats, decapitated the king, and 
converted the monarchy of France into the French republic, 
which was the triumphant ascension of democracy to sovereign 


power, 


The three days anda half expired in 1790, and it was “after” 
this that the Witnesses were to stand upon their feet and to 
intimidate their foes. The events of 1789 were preliminary, and 
the result principally of the intrigues of the Duke of Orleans, the 
father of the present king of France; who, we have said, placed 
himself at the head of the American party; and whose ultra 
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radicalism, or democratic spirit, cause ‘the re- 
ublican name of Mr Egalite, or Mr bij sign the 


jeath warrant of his own brother Lo ivalled 
' Daaton, Marat, and Robespierre, in | iast suf- 
fered death by the guillotine at the co ‘iter, 
These prefiedtanty events may be | . ‘rated. In 
May 1789 the states general assemble: ist of fer- 
ment, dissension, and tumult attended wi :s of some 
hundreds of lives. Thedead were found tob plied with 
' money; a proof that they had been hired | ite sedition; 
and suspicion fell on the profligate and turbu buke of Or- 
leans, whose palais royal was the haunt of azogues; its 
precincts being sacred from the molestation o > police. On 


the 17th of June, the noblesse, clergy and com) ns, the three 
orders of the states general abolished the distinction of orders 
in regard to voting and merged into one democratic assembly, 
dignified by the title of the .2ssemblee Constituante, or Nationale. 
On the 19th, the clergy voted that their order should be identi- 
fied with that of the commons as one. The pecuniary embar- 
rassment of the government brought the states together, but 
when convened, they assumed political as well as financial 
responsibilities. This struck the king and the court with a 
panic. A royal sitting was appointed. On the 20th the depu- 
ties assembled at the house; its hall doors were barred, and the 
sentinels refused an entrance. On the instant while crowding 
in the avenue, they resolved to adjourn to the Tennis court, 
where they took oath unanimously, that they would not separate 
until they had prepared and voted a constitution. On the 23rd, the 
royal sitting took place. The king made known his will; an- 
nulled all the previous votes and acts of the assembly; com- 
manded the orders to unite on pecuniary questions, but to re- 
main separate on all others, and after stating the reforms and 
concessions he was prepared to make, declared, that if the as- 
sembly did not coincide with him, he shovld consider himself 
alone the true representative of the people. The king and as- 
sembly were now at variance; and one or other must succumb, 
not temporarily, but forever. De Breze, the master of the cere- 
monies. summoned them to depart in the name of the king:— 
“tell your master,” said Mirabeau, starting up and ssainiaiiin: 
ing him, ‘we are here by the will of the people, and nothing 
but the force of bayonets shall expel us.” On the 25th, forty- 
seven of the noblesse headed by Orleans joined the com- 
mons. Further resistance was vain. The king yielded, and 
ordered the majority of the nobility to follow the example of 
the forty-seven. “I would have no blood shed in my quatrel,” 
said he to the expostulators; and on the 27th June, the three or- 
ders sat inthe same hall. “The family was united,” observed 
nail “but it gave few hopes of domestic union and tran- 
ili'y, 
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The municipality of Paris, theclubs, Street orators, and joy, 
nals, which multiplied apace, brought the rabble, already drun} 
with the spirit of politics, to the verge of open insurrect: a 
The assembly had conquered the king, and the mob now rp. 
solved to try their strength with him. On the 30th of June 
300 French guards fraternized with the Orleanists; they wer, 
in consequence confined to their barracks; but the populace 
broke in and liberated them. This was the first triymet 
of the mob. On the 12th of July, they obtained arms fro, 
the Hotel de Ville. On the 14th the Invalids was inyadey 
its arsenal forced, and artillery seized. Thus provided 
they marched to the Bastile. Headed by the French guards 
they assaulted, and took possession of that fortress. They slew 
the governor de Launy and several of his officers, and set the 
prisoners in the castle free. 

Hesselles, presid nt of the municipality, became their next 
victim. ‘The national guard was instituted, and Lafayette ap- 
pointed its commander. The mysterious suborner of the mot 
was stillat work. The populace demanded the presence of 
the king in the capital. On the 17th he came, and was fied 
upon, but was missed, and a woman shot instead. They 
seized upon Foulon, an aristocratic conspirat-r, and hanged 
him to a lamp post; Berthier, his son-in-law, shared the same 
fate. The provinces were as insurrectionary as the capital; cas- 
tles were burned, their lords hunted forth, and the possessors 
of high birth, and property menaced and proscribed. ‘Terrified 
at these acts, the privileged classes, composed of “the proudest 
aristocracy and the most unbending church, in one hour level: 
led themselves with the peasantry,” by abandoning all seigni- 
orial rights, jurisdiction, aml exemptions. The very name ol 
“noble” was so odious, that men of the most aristceratic feel- 
ings sacrificed them at once to necessity and prudence. T'am- 
ine prevailed. All Paris, the women and rabble thereof, head- 
ed by Lafayette and his national guard marched to Versailles. 
The mob cried for bread. At 5 oclock on the morning of Oct. 
6th, the palace was assaulted. They demanded the Queen. 
—“*We will cut off her head; tear out her heart!” was the fun- 
ous shout which sounded from room to reom. A body guard 
rushed into her apartment exclaiming, “I am alone against 
2000 tigers; we are conquered; save the queen!”—Marie Antoi- 
nette fled, and the brave swiss fell a victim to the assassins of 
the mob, who cut off the head of himself and comrades, and 
fixing them on pikes, marched back in triumph to join the 
sans cullottes without. The royal family was ordered to Pans 
by the rabble, whose will acknowledged no contro], not even 
Lafayette’s. The gold of Orleans was too powerful for all 
moral, intellectual,or physical opposition, Such were the events 
of 1789—events which astonished and dismayed the oppressors 
of the earth. 
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The year 1790 was the last hour of the “three days and a 
nalf.” Though the wind continaed to blow upon the slain, 1t was 
not until 1791 that the Witnesses again breathed the breath of 
political life, and stood upon their feet ready for future action. 
“Twenty months,” says the historian, dating from October, 
1789. “now elapsed of comparative tranquility. There is no 
striking event; much intrigue indeed, fiery debating, the train- 
ing, dividing, and forming of parties. The revolutionary moa- 
ster slumbered, stirring at times, and showing life by starts, 
but not awaking fully.” The constituent or national assem- 
bly pursued its legislative labers. They turned the nuns and 
friars out of the convents and confiscated to the state all eccle- 
siastical property, which amounted to one third of the French 
territory; they divided France into departments, abolished 
provincial parliaments, remodelled the judiccature. Tithes 
and feudal services had already been done away; and titles of 
honor, or the “names of men” were destroyed. 

Thceugh in the opinion of the historian, the year 1790 was 
remarkable for “no striking events,” we are obliged to insist, 
that in this opinion he is entirely mistaken. Fora most im- 
portant event did occur on July 10th, namely, the estates of the 
protestants who fled from France oa the repeal of the edict of Nantz 
in 1685 WERE ORDERED TO BE RESTORED. Now this revoca- 
tion was not the beginning of persecution, but published in the 
course of it, on October 23rd; it is probable (for the month of 
the dragonades is not stated) that the death blow was given to 
the body politic of the Witnesses in July 1685, (July being a 
remarkable month in their history,) and that “the three days 
and a half” begun in that month,’and consequently ended 
with July 10th, 1790, when their confiscated estates were or- 
dered to be restored. The year of their resurrection would, 
therefore, be from July 1790 to July 1791. 

“And they heard a great voice saying to them from the hea- 
ven, ‘Come up hither? And they ascended to the heaven ina 
cloud, and their enemies beheld them.” 

This “great voice” was proclaimed on July 14th, 1790. This 
was a great day of joy and feasting to the people. It was the 
anniversary of the capture of the Bastile. Three hundred 
thousand, some say six hundred thousand, of both sexes, as- 
sembied in the Champ de Mars, on which occasion appeared the 
king, the representatives of the nation, and deputations from 
all the military and naval bodies in the kingdom. At the 
close of the celebration, the monarch, the national assembly, 
and the armed citizens, took a solemn oath to maintain the 
constitution! 

This constitution was the “great voice,” which the witness- 
és heard, and which conferred on them all that the most ultra 
democrat could desire. In its declaration, it proclaimed liberty 
and equality to all, and in its 10th and 11th articles, declared 
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that “no man ought to be molested on cecor ni! vis Opinions 
not even on account of his religious op wien | rovided hj, 
avowal of them does not disturb the public order established 
by the Jaw. That the unrestrained commun:eation of though. 
anid opinions being one of the most precious rehts of map 
every citizen may speak, write, and publis!: tree!y, provided |. 
is responsible for the abuse of his liberty in coscs deterniy 
by law.” 

‘hus the witnesses ascended to an equality of rights with 
those who in 1685, had deprived them of thenr (e:3 aud they 
noi only ascended to equality, but “in that hour” © quired pow 
er, by the exercise of which they put to death tho deseenday: 


of thet kine, who had slain them. So retributive is God yy 
his direction of human affairs. 

The prophecy teaves them in the heaven, and turns to ay 
event contemporary with their ascension, namely, the great 
earthq'iake by which the French monarchy was shaken down 
But this does not come within the range of our subject at pres. 
ent. The ascension of the witnesses is the event in connexion 
with which is the establishment of bible societies, and other in- 
stitutions of an educational and scientific character, for the 
illumination of the world. In Britain the public mind w.s te. 
called from the popular religions to the primitive institutions o 
Jesus Christ and his Apostles. The call was in many instances 
effectual, and the sound thereof was wafted over the Atlant 
to these shores, and in return has been echoed back again 
The doctrine of the ancient church, and of the Novatians, Do. 
natists, and Albigenses of after ages, has been resurrecied 
and though the belief and practice of it brought calamity an¢ 
death upon those ancient worthies, we are, by virtue of the 
Two Witnesses, or the democratic principle, ruling the dest: 
nies of these confederate nations, free, not only to believe an: 
practice, but to testify against the apostacy and to procia 
the true gospel of baptism into the death of Christ for the 1 
mission of sins. EDITOR. 
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GOG, THE LAND OF MAGOG, THE CHIEF PRINCE 
OF MESHECK AND TUBAL. 


This association of names occurs in the interesting and ' 
portant prophecy of Ezekiel, chapt. xxxviii, in reference to ‘!' 
times of which the present generation of men is the contelt 
porary. The caption of this article is a quotation from the pie 
diction, according to the oftentimes very inaccurate translatic" 
of the servile and courtly adulators of James I. “Jt should le 
observed,” says a writer of prophecy, “that the seventy inlet 
preters take rosh, commonly translated—chtef, for a pro 





405 


same, and have rendered what, in our translation, is the chief 
prince of Mesheck and Tubal, “Rosh the prince of Mesheck and 
Tubal.’ ‘Rosh, taken as a proper name,’ says Mr Lowth, 
‘signifies those inhabitants of Scythia, from whence the Rus- 
sians (Roshians) derive their name and original.’ ‘This is cer- 
tainly the best rendering; for “chief prince’ with the definite 
article prefixed, isa tautology; chief implying prince, and 
prince, chief. ‘Rosh the prince of Mesheck and Tubal, is pre- 
cise, and indicates that, of the three, Rosh has the sovereignty 
over Mesheck and Tubal: as, if we should say, England the 
prince of Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, which would signi- 
ty, that England was the chief and sovereign nation of the Brit: 
ish Union of Kingdoms. 

An English author has remarked, concerning Gog and his 
associates Rosh, Mesheck, and Tubal, that “Gog or Magog, 
the son of Japhet, and grandson of Noah, settled himself about 
mount Caucasus, and is esteemed the father of the Scythians, 
who dwell on the east or north-east of the Euxine, or Black 
sea; Gomah and his son Togarmah peopled the northern tract 
of the lesser Asia (Asia Minor;) Mesheck settled to the east- 
ward of Gomer, in part of Cappadocia and Armenia to the 
south and south-east of the Black sea; Tubal settled still far- 
ther eastward towards the Caspian sea. Mesheck and Tubi! 
were the near neighbors of Gog. Groma colony of Tubal 
spring the Russians; and the Muscovites owe their origin 
toacolony of Mesheck. Dr Wells,-in his geography of the 
Old Testament, vol. 1, p. 158, treating of the origin of the 
Muscovites and Russians, says “that the Moscovites or Mus- 
covites in Europe were a colony originally of Mesheck or 
Moshock, called by the Greeks Moschi, 1s very probable, not 
only, on account of likeness of names, but also of the respect- 
ive situation of the Asiatic and European Moschi one to anoth- 
er. Add to this another consideration, that whereas in our 
and some other translations of the Hebrew text, Ezek. xxxviil, 


2, is rendered thus; the ae sir or as it is in the margin of 


out bibles, the prince of the chief of Mesheck and Tubal; in other 
translations, and particularly the Septuagint, it is thus ren- 
dered; the prince of Rosh, Mesheck and Tubal. The thing is, 
the Hebrew word rosh by some is taken to be an appellative, by 
others a proper name. The learned Bochart has observed 
from the Nubean geographer, that the river in Armenia, called 
by the Greeks Araxes, is by the Arabians called rosh. And 
hence, he not only probably infers, from other instances of the 
uke nature, that the people who lived in the country about that 
river were also denominated Rosh, but also proves from Jose- 
phus Bengorion, that there were a people in these parts named 
fiossi. Now the Moschi and Rossi being thus neighbors in 
Asia, their colonies kept together in Europe, those of the Mos- 
chi seated themselves in the province of Muscovy, properly so 
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called, that is, the parts about the city of Moscow: those fj, 
Rossi seated themselves in the parts adjoining on the soy), 
For the learned Bochart has observed from Tzetzes, that i), 
people called Tauri, and from whom the Taurica Chersone,. 
sus took its name, were, in the days of Tzetzes, better know, 
by the name of Ros than the Tauri. Upon the whole, ther. 
fore, it muy be very properly believed, that the Muscovites xy, 
Russians in Europe were colonies of Mesheck, or else of \p. 
sheck ar.d Tubal jointly.’—Treating of the situation of Gog 
as north of Tubal, &c., he says, “this situation is confirmed |, 
the Scripture itself—set thy face against Gog, in, or of, ihe 
land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Mesheck and Tubal & 

From hence we learn, that the land of Magog must be near | 

that of Rosh, Mesheck, and Tubal; and it could be so only oy 
the north. The learned Mr Mede has observed, that the name 
Gog signifies the very same with Magog, the letter mem being 
hut an Aeemantick letter, that is, not a radical, but an additional 
letter to the radix or primitive word. And he coneeives that i: 
pleased the Spirit of God to distinguish between the land, and 
the people of the land, by calling the people Gog, and the land 
the land of Magog.” : 

“The accurate chronologer, Dr Hales,” says another author, 
“thinks that Gog and Magog, are the general name of the 
northern nations of Gog and Magog, another of the sons of 
Japhet (Gen. x. 2,) called, by the Arbaian geographers, Jajut 
and Majuje. Gog rather denotes the people, Magog the land. 
Thus Balaam foretold that Christ would be “a king higher 
than Agag,” or rather “Gog;”’ according to the correct reading 
of the Samaritan Hebrew text, and of the Septuagint version 
ef Numbers xxiv: 7; and Ezekiel foretelling a future invasion 
of the land of Israel by these northern nations Mesheck, Tuta! 
and Togarmah, styles “Gog their prince,” and describes thei 
host precisely as Scythian or Tartarian; “eoming out of the 
north, all of them riding upon horses;” “bows and arrows’ 
their weapons; “covering the land like a cloud, and eoming 
like a storm,” in the “latter days.” He also describes their im- 
mense slaughter in the valley of the passengers on the east 0! 
the (Mediterranean) sea, thence called the valley of Hamen 
Gog, “the multitude of Gog.” This prophecy seems also (0 
he revived in the Apocalypse, where the hosts of Gog and Me- 
gog, under'the term “the kings of the earth and their armies 
are represented as being gathered together to make war upon 
“the king of kings,” and perishing with immense slaughter 11 
Armageddon “the mount of Megiddo.” 

The Spirit of God has declared by Ezekiel, that in the latter 
vears, when Israel should be restored to their own land and dwell: 
ing in the unwalled towns and cities, that there should be 
powerful and gigantic confederation, which should invade the! 
country from the north, and reduce them to great straits, This 
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n coalition is stated as being composed of many nations, 
their names are specified, with the remarks which have 
been already submitted, we shall have no difficulty in deter- 
mining the extent of the alliance against the nauons of Israel 
and the “protecting powers. dei 

Their invaders, then, who are to come up against them like 
_ storm from the north” and “as a cloud to cover the land, 
will be composed of the Russians, Persians, Kithiopians, Ly- 
hians, ‘I'artars, Asiatic Turks, Armenians, Circassians, and so 
forth. Ofthese a great proportion will be cavalry, and clothed 
with all sorts of armour, and having among them even bows 
and arrows, the weapons of the ‘Tartars, as arms of oflenee. 
Some four or five years ago, the emperor gave a display of has 
military decorations at Toplitz, which attracied the attention of 
ai] Europe. His troops were clothed with all sorts of armour, and 
weapons; his cavalry was well appointed, and performed their 
eyolutioas with the dexterity of the circus. In the prophecy, 
‘the autocrat of all the Russias” is commanded to “be prepar- 
ed.’ and also to “prepare for all the company, that Is assetn- 
ied to him, and to be a guard tothem.” Read God’s addiess 
to this personage in Kizek xxxvui: 7-13.—Ot Sheba, Dedan, 
the merchants of Tarshish and the young lions thereof, who 
threaten their interference between him and the invaded Jews, 
we shall say nothing at present, but reserve our remarks in rela- 
tion tothem to some future period, 

In conclusion, reader! let your attention be fixed upon the 
present and future position which Russia holds to Persia, Egypt, 
Turkey, and Hindestan. I would advise you, if you would 
keep pace with the times, and discern correctly their signs, to 
study the prophets, and to mari diligently the march of events 
as they tura up in the old world, which is the theatre upon 
which is fast developing the consummation of “the times of 
the Gentiles.”—If you would “watch” to a good purpose as the 
Messiah exhoits you, you must acquaint yourself with whatis 
transpiring in the world; and which you may easily do by tak- 
ing some faithful and intelligent record of human events, with- 
out regard to the pettyfogging politics of partyism. Russia is 
an object of jealousy and suspicion to all the governments; it 
is pushing its conquests eastward, and is aiming at the subver- 
sion of the British power in India; it is as we have shown, the 
subject of a prophecy upwards of 2300 years old, and by that 
document we are taught, that this northern Asiatic power is 
destined in Armageddon to encounter Him, who Balaaw pre- 
dicted in the time of Moses,’should in the latter days,‘be “higher 
than Gog.” If you understand the prophets and are acquaint- 
ed with the movements of Russia, the Lord of Loids will not 
come upon you as a thief in the night. 

[ know there is a great distaste in this puerile and trifling 
age for the things contained in the “sure word of prophecy.” A 
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worthy correspondent complains, that ‘too much of the Ad; 
cate is devoted to the psalms, prophecies, &e., which aie ... 
very suitable to the taste of the people, thoug every Word o 
it were true.’ Alas! forthe poor people. But it so happens 
that the people’s ¢aste is not the wmark at which I aim in teach, 
te ing or discussing the things of the scriptures of truth. | w;,, 
for those who think, and who are desirous of knowing yw... 
God has said by prophets as well as by Apostles. I write. y.: 
in conformity with 8o low a standard as popular taste, by: ;, 
obedience to the wisdom of God which says, that concerpj)- 
‘the consummation of the faith, the prophets inquiied accy. 

rately and searched diligently, who have prophecied concer, 
ing the favor, &c.—searching diligently of what things, an; 
what particular time the spirit of Christ who was in them, j,; 
signify, when he testified before the sufferings for Christ, and 
<§ the glories following these.” Again it says “be always prepared 
4 for giving an answer with meekness and reveience, to eyes 
one who asks of you a reason for the hope, which is in voy: 
and again, ‘you do well to take heed to the sure word oi pr. 
phecy, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, till the day dawn, 
and the morning star arise in your hearts.” Now to search 
ae diligently concerning the time of the coming glories; to be able 
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% to give areason for the hope of the eternal life and incorrupt. 
ae he ble inheritance; and to take heed to the prophetic word—vwe 
ee must do more than read the local religious gossip of the day 
teed comprehended in “news from the congregations” or the ima- 
ae aginary “success of the common cause”-—we must scrulinize 
Tick the magnificent revelations of the ‘“‘psaims, prophecies, kc.” 
te: which are full of the things concerning Jesus— of his sufferings, 
keg of our glory, honor, incorruptibility and eternal life, and cf his 
hoy splendid and triumphant reign. 
js How different are the objects, which engross the attentivi 
Bete - of professors in this age and how dissimilar the subject matter 
phage of religious teaching compared with those of the christians aud 
Tire: of thei: teachers of the apostolic times! Then the sure word 
toe of prophecy, the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacci, 
a ie: the second appearing of Jesus, the reward he is to bring wit: 
‘Baw him, &c. occupied their minds; but now it is party news, news, 
a Ag news, political, commercial, and religious, which all put toget:- 
ee er, neither enlighten the understanding, nor ehristianize tx 
SS heart. Ihave desived to reclaim some, at least, from the ba- 
s&s bles of the religious world, and to fix their intense considers 
tion on the near “revelation of Jesus Christ, which is as a dic- 
e mond of chief brilianey in the hope of the true belieyer. If, in 
tae but a few instances, I have succeeded in this, | consider my- 
Bs self amply remunerated, though hundreds may complain of th: 
a, sameness of the things discussed. 
EDITOR. 
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JOSEPH WOLFF, SECTARIAN MISSIONARY TO THE 
ISRAELITES AND GENTILES. 


This gentleman, whois “a Jew outwardly,” is one of great 
notoriety throughoutthe world. He was educated in Rabbinism, 
which is compounded of the Divine law and human tradition. In 
process of time, however, he professed conviction of the truth of 
the pretensions of Jesus of Nazareth to the Messiahship of Isra- 
el and of God; and consequently renounced the vain system of 
modern Judaism. But unfortunately for Mr Wolff, in putting 
off the traditions of the Elders he has put on the sectarianism of 
antichrist, which 1s a compound of law, gospel, and heathenism. 
[tis less absurd than Rabbinism, but a palpable subversion of the 
New Institution in whole and part. This is Mr Wolff’s misfor- 
tune. ‘They who convinced him that Jesus is the Christ of God, 
having inthis, very naturally, gained an ascendency over his un- 
derstanding, counselled him to join the Established Church of 
England as a true exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven! ‘Thus 
he is placed in the unenviable situation of those, who say but do 
not the things commanded. 

Like most Israelites, the hope of a king from heaven to rule 
over them on the throne of David, and to make them illustrious 
above all the eart)\, is incorporated in his very nature. Mr Wolff 
has surmount! \.s Jewish prejudices against a suffering Messi- 
ah, but he is (ar from having renounced the hope of his nation. 
He expects that, ‘Jesus who was taken up into heaven will so 
come tn like manner ashe ascended;” and that he will **come quick- 
ly,” invested with divine majesty and omnipotence. ‘This is cer- 
tainly a glorious hope, and ought to be the grand object of spi- 
ritual desire in the heart of every true believer. Being an enter- 
prising man, and probably sincere, he was anxious to connect the 
hope of Israel with the second revelation of Jesus of Nazareth. 
Hence he became a messenger to the Jews from the society for 
their conversion, established some years since in England. He 
has visited his countrymen on this mission in almost every part 
of the world. In his travels he has not passed by the United 
States; but has bestowed upon them a fair proportion of his labors, 
and the following public address: — 


Buruine'ron, New Jersey, Dec, 25, 1837. 


To the clergymen of all denominations in the United States of North 
America; and to all the laymen, and to ali the Christian ladies 
tn America: 


My Dear Farenps:—I am now going, and therefore, permit 
me to say to you a few words more, through the public papers. 
Ihave had the privilege during my peregrination in the United 
States to proclaim to you, from the several pulpits, the use of 
which was granted to me by preachers of different denominations, 
the visible and personal appear .ace and reign of Jesus Christ up- 
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on earth, the restoration of the Jews to their own land, the fire: 
resurrection, and the renovation of the earth, which shall be the 
‘eternal abode of Jesus Christ, the second Adam, the Lord from 
heaven. In order that you may understand my views, | leave be. 
hind these general remarks: 1. ‘There is a habitable earth to come, 

2. That this earth shall be subject to Christ. 8. He shall come 
personally to sit upon the throne of his father David at Jerusalem, 
when all enemies will be made impotent. 4. The resurrection of 
Christ’s mystica! body. 5. The subjection extends from tie 
highest powers and principalities, down to oxen and sheep.—P¢, 3 
viii. 6. He will cease to be a mediator, and giving up theking. [ 
dom of providence to God the Father, take to himself the usurped 
political kingdoms of the world—he shal} sit upon the throne of 
David forever. 7. The prophet Elijah shall make his appear. 
ance before Clirist’s coming—for John the Baptist came only jy 

the power and spirit of Elijah. , 


[also maintatn that the present signs of the times announce 
that Christ’s coming is very nigh at hand. 

I therefore advise you my friends, to search the scriptures, 
whether these things ar> so; for, my dear friends, we have not fol- 
lowed cunningly devised fables inmaking known unto you the pow. 
er and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; for these views are 
contained in the records of those prophets who spoke as they 
were moved hy the Holy Ghost, and considering slightly the 
words of the Holy Ghost 7s a sin against the Holy Ghost. Let us 
not therefore condemn the preaching of the second coming as 
a mere speculation. You would not say that it is a mere specule- 
tion if a person was to announce to you on good authority fhe: 
your house was on fire—you would go and try to extinguish it; : 
and should the coming vf Him who isa consuming fire; who shall § 
smite the wicked with the breath of his mouth, be a mere speci. JR 
bation? J advise you therefore, dear friends, to read more tho- 3 
roughly your Bible, and you may also do well to read the follow- 
ing writings on this subject: 1. Rev. Mr Bickersteth on Prophe- 
cy. 2. All the writings on this subject by Wm. Cunningham, oi 
Lainshaw. 3. The writings of the Rev. W. Dodsworth. 4. ‘Th 
writings of the Rev. H. Melville. 5. The writings of J. H. French 
on Prophecy. JOSEPH WOLFF, 

Missionary to Jew and Gentile. 


Such are the views of this gentleman; which for the most par: 
are strictly scriptural. '**The visible and personal appearance ani 
reign of Jesus Christ upon earth” is one of the plainest doctrines 
of the scriptures of truth. It is the principal argument by whieh 
the apostles exhort the disciples to a patient continuance in wel! 
deing: “‘we beseech you brethren,” says Paul, “by the coming 0! 
our Lord Jesus Christ, &c.”—*«The restoration of the Jews 
their own land” has become inevitable; ‘first, that ‘the balanee 
of power” may be maintained among the nations of Europe, 
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secondly, that England may uphold her ascendancy in Hindostan; 
thirdly, that Palestine may be garrisoned against the encroach- 
ments of Russia in the east; fourthly, that England may retain 
the rich commerce of Asia; and fifthly, because some new power 
must possess that land as none of the o/d will consent to its occupa- 
tion by Russia, France, Austria, England, and so forth. The power 
that establishes itself in Palestine will rule the destinies of the world, 
and the re-settlement of Israel in that country, will herald in the 
crisis of al] the nations; when Messiah Jesus shall descend from 
heaven, and take possession of his father David’s throne, and rule 
in the midst of his enemies; while the dead tn Christ shall awake 
from their deep sleep, and the living tm Christ shall be changed 
intoa glorious, honorable, incorruptible and an eternally living 
community, and when his authority shall be acknowledged by 
all from the proudest of the kings of the earth to the smallest 
minnow of the deep. ‘Thus far Mr Wolff seems to have a clear 
conception of the matter; he appears, however, in his 6th item to 
be confused. 

Messiah will doubtless cease to exercise the functions of a Me- 
diator, when the things to be eflected by a mediatorial institution 
shall have been accomplished, Mr Wolff makes this cessation 
synchronical with his taking to himself the political dominion of 
the wold; whereas the Spirit of God places “the delivering up of 
the kingdom to the Father” at the end of one thousand years after 
his ascending to the throne of David. ‘The Great King of Israel 
is a Royal High Priest, and therefore, when he rules the nations 
and the world he will be both High Priest or Mediator and King. 
In this he is the anti-type to Melchisedec, and the oath says, that 
after his order the ‘King of the Jews’ shall bea priest forever, or 
through all time; for, as sin is destroyed in time, and as the priestly 
office is useless where there is no sin, the furever of Christ’s reign 
will not extend into the undefiled, undecaying, and incorruptible 
system of things which belongs to the “third Heaven” or Eternal 
Age; hence the necessity of the Mediatorial kingdom being de. 
livered up to the Father that “God may be all and in all.” 

Mr Wolff's views about Elijah are certainly contradicted by 
Messiah himself; Jehovah promised to send an Elijah to the Jews, 
but it was to be “before the great and dreadful day,” when Je- 
tusalem would be destroyed. The scribes taught that Elijah 
must come before Messiah, and as they did not recognize him in 
John the Baptizer, they urged his non appearance as an argument 
against the pretensions of Jesus. Jesus admitted, that their view 
of Elijah’s primary appearance was correct; but declared that he 
had come, though they did not know him, but had put him to 
death. Upon this his disciples understood that he spake of John 
the Baptizer; who appears to have been called Elijah, because he 
was to come in his spirit and power. 

For my own part I agree with Mr Wolff that ‘the present signs 
of the times announce that Christ's coming is very nigh at hand 
and that to consider lightly the word of the Hol= Suivit oa re- 
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corded by the prophets and apostles isa sin against the Holy Sp. 
rit, a very heinous one too, though not the sin; and one of which 
the sectaries, and a great many reformers are guilty. They snee; 
at the visible and personal second advent of Jesus, &c. asa ‘mer 
speculation” or febrile affection of the brain! Would to God tha 
the cold, corpse-like professors of these latter days had a febril, 
affection for something more ennobling and enduring than the 
paltry nostrums of the age. Political and religious partyism, , 
inaking haste to be rich at every hazard, &c., command and en. 
gross the minds of men, who act more like “children of a larger 
growth,’ than as persons whose manhood is mature. 

Reader! remember that it is to “them that look for him Chris: 
appears a second time to salvation.”— Watch, therefore, and keep 
your garments, lest you walk naked and men see your shame. — 

Epiror. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Lunenburg, March 21st, 1839. 

Beloved Brother,—Itis not my object to dwell upon the sub- 
jects of death, and the grave,or hades. If my mind may contem- 
plate a night of death already more than five thousand years in 
length, and the countless graves, as the beds of those fallen asleep 
since this night began, it must seek relief, not from any thing in 
these graves, or in their sleeping dead in themselves considered, 
but from Him who is represented as the bright and morning star, 
and as the sun of righteousnes arising with healing in his wings. 
‘Vo the conqueror this cheering star of morning has been promised; 
and to them who fear the name of the Lord of hosts, has been 
promised the Sun of Righteousness. He will arise upon them 
With healing in his wings, and will heal them of death and the 
grave or corruption, scattering for ever with his bright beams the 
gloomy darkness. Glory to the name of Jehovah, the Almighty! 

But the reader has been invited to pause for the consideration 
of what passed between Jesus and the Sadducees. To them de- 
nying a future state he said: ‘The sons of this age marry and ar 
given in marriage; but those judged worthy to be of that age, and 
of the resurrection of the dead, neither marry nor are given in mar- 
riage; for they can die no more; because they are equal to the 
angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection, And 
that the dead are raised, also Moses revealed at the bush, since 
he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob. God truly is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living, for all live to him.” 

Now, beloved brother, let us remember, tl-at God is represent- 
ed as the high and holy one inhabiting eternity. As having never 
ending succession of ages present with himself, would he in char- 
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acterizing Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, eve regard to their 
sleep of death during some few fleeting ages, or would he have 
regard to their full enjoyment of life dwing the never ending 
succession of ages? Are they not fitly and beautifully called the 
living, in relation to the eternal life, and also in contradistinction 
to those who must die fhe second death, and wiio consequently 
are fitly styled the dead? Paul called himself a Pharisee, say- 
ing “for the hope and resurrection of the dead { am brought into 
adgment.”” ‘It is safely affirmed, that the consummation of 
things, was the animating object of hope to the ancients. “By 
faith, Moses, when he was grown up refused to be called the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suifer evil with the peo- 
ple of God, than to have the temporary fruition of sin, esteeming 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; 
for he looked forward to the retribution.’ ‘This is quite mani- 
fest from thé closing words of the song in the 32nd of Deut; 
“Rejoice, O ye nations, for he will avenge the blood of his ser- 
yvants, and will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be 
merciful unto his land, to his people.” See also the words of 
Job inthe 19th chapt. of Job. 


In the Psalms, this matter is prominently shown forth. Instance 
the 68th, and the 110th, with the 72nd. Also comparing awhile 
with Isaiah, and let one forget this present order of things, and 
wrap himself in the contemplation of the Prophet’s visions, at 
one tine of him, of whom he says: *‘Unto us a child is born, unto 
us achild is given; and the government shall be upon his shoul- 
der: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace; of the 
increase, &c.’” At another time of his dwelling place, saying, 
“Awake, awake; put on thy strength O Zion; put on thy beau- 
tiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there 
shall no more come unto thee, the uncircumcised and the unclean, 
Shake thyself from the dust; &c.’’ See also the 2nd of Ieaiah. 
and the 60th and 65th, &c. &c. As additional proof see many 
passages in the writings of the Aposdes. Instance, one in Rom. 
sthch. “I esteem not the sufferings, &c.”” In the 11th chapt. 
same letter, he appeais to me very strikingly to represent God as 
operating on the Gentiles through the Israelites, and 2ndly, on the 
Israelites through the scriptures; and 3rdly, on the Gentiles 
through the Israelites, so as to consummate out of both one true 
Israel of God. This concatenation of divine proceedings, the 
apostle describes until overwhelmed with the boundless glory, he 
excifims: “O the depth of the riches, and of the wisdom, and of 
the knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, 


and his ways past finding out! For who has known the mind of 


the Lord? &c. For from him, and by him, and to him, are all things: 
to him be the glory forever Amen.” 

_ Brother Thomas, prominently as the hope of the glory of God 
is developed in the writings of the Apostles, it does not appear to 
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animate the great body of those professing to be disciples. | 
one can be a means of arousing them even in some measure , 
the sanctifying consideration of the eternal glory, he wil! not\. 
bor in vain. Were one a man in understanding, he might do w, 
to be achild in relation to many of this age; occupying an hug. 
ble place, he will not be envied. May the good Lord undertake 
for all who love him for the Redeemer’s sake is the prayer o 
yours tn the hope of the ultimate glory. 


ALBERT ANDERSON, 





Lunenburg, March 28th, 1839. 


Beloved Brother Thomas,—Let me call up to remembrance: 
that in August of 1536, you addressed a large congregation, tw 
days in succession, upon the 68th Psalm. According to the view 
presented by you at that time, this Psalm is a very striking in. 
stanee of the very animating prospects before the mind of one o! 
the ancients, The thirty-five verses are divided into eight parts 
In the first part, containing three verses, the Holy Spirit sets forth 
the destinies of the righteous and of the wicked, Let the reads 
examine! Inthe second part, containing the next three verses, 
is an exhibition of him, who, inthe fortieth of Isaiah is called the 
Lord God or Jehovah, namely, the promised Messiah. In the 
third part, reaching to the sixteenth verse inclusive, the Holy Spins 
carries us back in the history of the divine proceedings, to the ap- 
pearance of God upon Sinai, and this he does in order to fix the 
mind upon the /ill,chosen of God as his residence forever! “The 
hill of God is as the hill of Bashan; a high hill as the bill of Ba- 
shan. Why leap ye, ye high hills? the hill God desireth to 
dwell in; yea, the Lord will dwell forever.” One may object 
saying, “his glory has not been seen there for ages.” Answer, 
let such a one consider, that a thousand years with God are as one 
day, and one day as a thousand years. A man’s absence some 
few days from his home, does not prove that it is not his home. 
The absence of Jehovah’s glory from the hill of Zion, some few 
thousands of years (but as days with him) does not destroy the 
trath of the saying, that Zion is his dwelling place forever. 


The fourth part, the 17th and 18th verses, represents the Messi- 
ah under the exalted rame of the Lord God, or Jehovah: “The 
chariots of God, twenty thousands, thousands of angels, &c, Thou 
hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast 


received gifts for men; yea, the rebellious also, and here wilt thou 
dwell, O Lord God.” ” 


In the fifth part, from the 19th to the 23rd inclusive, we have 4 
summary view of the resurrection from the dead in the expression, 
‘Unto God, the issues from death” connected with a prediction of 
his bringing back his peopie, and of his vengeance on his enemies. 

In the sixth part, reading to the 27th is a representation of Mes- 
siah’s procession, (aiter his signal and glorious victory over his 
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enemies,) of his splendid procession to the sanctuary. Meditate 
mn it, reader, and admire and adore. 

In the seventh, to the Sist, is the restoration of the kingdom, 
and the consequent glory. 

Inthe eighth, and last, the Holy Spirit lays an injunction upon 
the kingdoms ofthe earth to sing unto God, on account of the glo- 
rious consummation of his counsels and purposes, 

Now, beloved, this seems to my mind to agree with what I 
quoted inmy last from the close of the song of Moses, in the 23rd 
of Deut., and also with the mind of the Holy Spirit as expressed 
in the Lith chap. ef Romans “Now, if the fall of them be the rich- 
es of the world; and the diminishing of them the riches of the 
Gentiles, how much more their fullness?” “If the casting away 
of them be the reconciling of the world; what will be the receiving, 
but life from the dead.” Can the disciple contemplate the full- 
ness of joy in Jehovah’s presence, and the pleasures which are at 
his right hand forevermore, and not be more and more transform- 
ed by the renewal of the mind, in order to approve the will of God, 
which is good, and acceptible, and perfect! The Lord bless you, 
dear brother, and all the brethren, is the prayer of yours in the 


blessed” hope. ALBERT ANDERSON. 


Lunenburg, June Ath, 1839. 


Beloved Brother 'T.—There are some very remarkably striking 
things in relation to several periods of preparation, “By faith 
Noah, when he received a revelation concerning things not yet 
see, being seized with religious fear, prepared an ark for the sal- 
vation of his family; by which he condemned the world, and be- 
came an heir of righteousness which is by faith.” It appears 
that the time of this preparation lasted 120 years: “My spirit shall 
not always remain in man, for that he too is flesh. His days 
upon the earth shall be one hundred and twenty years.” This 
was the time allowed that generation to consider the awful sen- 
tence of destruction by a flood of waters. How exceedingly cor- 
rupt they must have been. Only eight persons saved out of a world! 
Surely, God was justifiable in destroyiijg such a world of unbe- 
lieving, disobedient, and corrupted people. 

Again, when he proved Jsrac! in the wilderness of six hundred 
thousand fully grown men, he found two only approved. 

John the Baptist was prophetically a preparer of the Lord's 
way. Yet the Lord was despised and rejected by an unbelieving 
nation; he was received only by aremnant. They were warned 
of the impending vengeance; yet more than ten hundred thou- 
sand perished by that vengeance. Surely the Almighty is just 
in his judgments upon men obstinately refusing to betieve his 
word, But if such judgments come upon men living under con- 
stitutions handed them through mortals, such as Adam, Noah, 
and Moses; are we to suppose that no wrath will come upon the cor- 
Tupters of a constitution, handed them by the First Born from 




















416 





the dead? Willalong, and dar, and ruinous a ostacy from the 
truth as it is in Jesus, the Son of God, be suffered to go unpunish. 
ed? Can we conceive that a wor)! of ap slates from sucha opp 
as the Messiah, and from suc) ynstitn as his will, (som, 
appear to dream of athine | ve such @ preach. 
ing to them, as to induce thei and forgiveness? 
Doubtless the Bride will ; or her returning 
Bridegroom; butthe apostacy | Bride. Tie ap 5. 
tacy is the mother of abominatio: | ‘is to be separated 
from all abominations to be prepare. rned for the Holy 
One. 


Can we then expect multitudes wil! get themselves ready for 
him, for whom so few are looking? Wil! the disciples look for 
consolation and encouragement, to crowde! meeting houses? 
Will they, like the ancient Israelites, look ba \ to the things left. 


—to the priests, blind leaders of blind mu!) ves? 

Shall they not rather look forward ‘> vromised rest, to the 
new earth, the new heaven, and the new Jerusalem, the holy city? 
“He who sat upon the throne said, ) «old I create al! things 


new.” The whole earth will ultimately be inhabited by a people 
characterized as the righteous, the people of God. Jerusalem 
will then be recognized as the city of the great King. Its materi- 
als all precious and perfect, and its construction correspondent. 
heing built by God. It will be the one metropolis of the whole 
earth, dwelled in, and enlightened, and glorified, by the presence 
of Almighty God and the Lamb. No death shall be there, nor 
grief, nor crying, nor shal] there be any more pain, for the former 
things will have passed away. The former Jerusalem was but 
his dwelling in type; but the new Jerusalem will be his antitypi- 
eal, his real dwelling. These, beloved brother, appear to be 
some of the things to which it becomes christians to look for 
consolation. Let them contrast the preceding transient states, 
and thus learn to fix their affections on eternal things. What 
is this present race of dying men, compared with the sons of 
the resurrection, sons of glory, sons of God? What the pre- 
sent kingdoms of flesh and blood, compared with the everlast- 
ing kingdom? what this present old earth and old heaven com- 
pared with the new earth and the new heaven? What the pre- 
sent shadowing of glory compared with the real, and eternal 
glory of the Almighty? What the present perishing multitudes 
of men, compared with the one purified, redeemed and glorif- 
ed multitude, the congregation of the Lord? 

Let us remember, that the preparing of an ark of Noah was 
closely connected, in point of time, with the salvation of him- 
self and family, and with the destruction of the world. Also, 
that the preparation of the way of the Lord, was closely con- 
nected with the saving of his people, and with the destruction 
of his enemies. Have we not reason to conclude, that the com- 
ing of his people out of Babylon is, in point of time, connect 
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ed with his coming a second time in order to their salvation, and 
the destruction of hts enemies? 

| want to see you very much, beloved brother, and to speak 
face to face. May the Almighty God, for the sake of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, bless you, and me, and all his people, is the 
prayer of yours in the hope of the glory of God. 

; ALBERT ANDERSON, 


Errata, tn No. 10. 

On page 345, in the heginning of my letter, it ought to be 
“variety” instead of *‘vanity.”"—On page 346, in the 15th line 
from the top, ought to be “are” instead ot “and ”’—in the 20th 
line, ought to be “restricted” instead of “resisted.” 


Nottinghain, England, April 29, 1839. 


Dear Brother Thomas,—I have two letters from you on 
hand to which I have net sent any reply—one dated Oct. 20th, 
1838, the other Jan. 17th, 1839. From the former | gave a 
long extract in the January Christian Messenger. The Mes- 
senger originated in a desire to impart, if possible, a more 
correct knowledge of the religion of the New ‘Testament to 
those who are inquiring after the truth as it is in Jesus. | 
could not from conscience uphold the religious schemes of the 
day, not any of them, in my judgment, finding a counterpart 
in the written word of God; and what is more than all, their 
atrons, for the most part, are insensible to their state in this 
spect. So besotted are the people of this country in favor 
of a hireling priesthood, and of the system in which they 
have been educated, that I fear, rather than be induced to 
inquire into the true meaning of the wbrd of wisdom, many 
joth priests and people, will lie down in their sins forever. 
People appear to be as tenacious of their sectarian errors in 
theory and practice as though they were to be saved by 
them; but of what benefit can the smallest error be to any 
ne? The great object of our lives ought to be to unlearn 
and abandon all our errors, to embrace truth wherever, and 
‘rom whomsvever, presented to the mind, aad be thankful, 
too, for every correction, human or divine. 

The Christian Messenger is now read monthly in the Unit- 
‘I Kingdom by several hundred persons, and I have no doubt 
‘could be greatly enlarged if one more suitable to conduct 
' were raised up amongst us. I have not time at command 
| Write even short articles or notes. The claims of my large 
imily and business, together with the proclamation of the 
ruth to unbelievers, and the situation I am called to occupy in 
te church demand all my thoughts and exertions; besides 
vhich I have had a very bad state of health all the winter. 
Chese, dear brother, are the reasons why you have not heard 
‘rom me long before now. The church here has increased 


Yj 
I 
Ti 





ae, re a ee ee 
— 











= 
Me, 


6 


# * tt “ft 


418 


to more than 200 members; most of whom are from tiie ),. 
religious ranks of Satan (for he has ranks in this coup» 
which are religious as well as those who are not.) There, 
but few persons of the religious sects, who dare come pea; , 
for fear of offending their masters, the priests: so enslaved a» 
the religious people of England that they have no ears to he» 
what the Spirit says to them. We are, however, all ha» 
and united in the Lord; and are in some measure growing 
into the knowledge of his divine will. 

On the 2lst ultimo, in the evening, a brother and inys 
testified the truth to about 200 persons; after which four me 
and one female arose in the assembly and boldly, though ing 
ligently, confessed the faith, and were “immersed into ; 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” We pursued 
the apostolic method, neither singing nor praying in their mids 
On Wednesday evening another confessed the tuth. | hay 
recently been to Newark, where we meet with great oppes. 
tion from Catholics, Infidels, and Sectarians. ‘The brethrey 
there have increased to 23 in number. They have indeed be. 
come very rigid in their principles, contending as strongly fe 
the “one baptism” for remission, as they do forthe “one Lord: 
nor will they fellowship any whohave not been baplized fx 
the remission of sins. This they say was the original bond 
of union, and for which they hope to contend as long as the 
live. Peace be with them, to their own master they stand « 
fall. Their President, brother John Bell, is very desirous « 
receive your Advocate monthly, &e. 

You wish me to “search and see what it is to be prepared !: 
the return of our Lord.” This is a very important mati 
There is certainly very great preparation going forward 
Eng'and; all classes, without exception, are trimming the: 
respective lamps, and some important crisis appears to be nea! 
at hand. I understand there are religious and political lamps 
and some lamps (profession) made up of beth. Some of thes 
have grown to a very large size; and are increasing every (a) 
Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Independents, Baptisis 
Whigs, Radicals, and now in England, Charterists, are 
engaged in the conflict of pulling down the present order“ 
society. Truly they know it not, but such appears to me (0% 
the fact of the case. But, dear brother, to have the true lamp: 
and oil in our vessels with our lamps, namely, the knowleds? 
of remission of sins and the witness of the Holy Spirit, or 
other words, ¢o stand complete inthe knowledge and prach 
of all his revealed will, can alone prepare us for the inspe” 
tion of him, whose eyes are as a flame of fire, and before who 
presence the present ecclesiastical and political heaveus mu 
all flee away. 

1 have not room for more. I thank you, brother, for your™ | 
marks and paraphrase on Phil. i: 20-24. Let any brothers" § 
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Fone more true if they can. I pe soon to see the one on 2 






= Cor. v: 6-8. Were 1to publish all in the Christian Messenger, 
"ad | should not in two months have one hundred readers; so mor- 
“By dly sensitive is prejudice; nevertheless, | am hoping, looking, 
se and longing for immortality exclusively through the mediation 
os 









of the hmmortal Jesus. Your Brother in this hope, 


JAMES WALLIS. 





—— 


INTERPRETATION. 
2 Corinthians, chapt. v., ver. 6-8. 
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We are therefore always of good courage, knowing that 
while at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord, (for 
we walk by faith, and not by sight:) we are truly of good cour- 
age, and desirous rather to be absent from the body, and to be 
present with the Lord. i 

Such is the text referred to, and one which is of easy inter- 
pretation, if we read it according to the ductrine of Christ, as 
set forth in the Scriptures on the subject of a glorious, honora- 
ble, and incorruptible constitution of things. In the midst of 
all his perils, the Apostle declares that he is always of good 
courage; that though pressed on every side, perplexed, perse 
cuted andcast down, he was neither siraitened, in despair, ut- 
terly forsaken, nor destroyed. That, however in consequence 
of such injurious treatment, he always bore about his body the 
scars of the wounds he had received in the service of Jesus, 
which were so many memen‘os of his death and resurrection, 
seeing thathe had received them on account of the testimony J 
he had borne, that the Messiah must needs have suffered, and 
have rose from the dead, and that Jesus was indeed the Christ. ' 
For, in that age, we who live says Paul, are always exposed 
to death for his sake, and in this way the life, or resurrection 
| ofJesus was manifested in the Apostle’s “mortal! flesh.” Thus 

he hazarded his life from day to day in proclaiming ‘the gos 4 
pel of the uncircumcision,” that the supreme benefits of the : 
resurrection of Jesus to life might accrue to the Corrinthians, ’ 
and others. Yet having the same courageous spirit resulting , 
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from a common faith, he regarded not the sufferings he was 
called to endure, for he knew that the Father who had raised 
up the Lord Jesus from the dead, would, at the appointed time, ‘ 
raise him up by Je-us; and though he might fall first in the set- 
vice, and lose his life in the war, he was persuaded that ‘at that 
tume Jesus would present him to the Father in company with 
them. For all his afflictions were for their sakes; that the bless- 4 
ing of the gospel of the resurrection which had abounded to the 
forgiveness and heirship of many believers, might, through the 
thanksgiving of the greater number of them, redound to the 
glory of God, 

In view ofall this, therefo 2, says the Apostle, “we do not 
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fuint,””—we are stillof good courage; though “our outward ma, 
Ba our mortal flesh, be impaired by stripes, by rods, by sto, 
by labor and toil, by watchings, by hunger, and thirst, by « 
Be and nakedness, (see 2 Cor. xi: 33)—yet “our inward may”, 
be the heart is renewed day by day, inasmuch as we give 4}! ay. 
igence to add to our faith courage, (2 Pet. i: 5.) by which », 
may boldly meet the perils to which we are expo cd. p,, 
these our momentary light afflictions work cut for us a ores: 
. recompence of reward which we shall receive at the reyelay 
e of Jesus Christ, even an eternal weight of glory, inexpress, 
great; and this elaboration takes place while we are airpipe 
not at things seen, but at things unseen: and thus we wo, 
out our salvation; for the things seen are temporal, but the 
things unseen are eternal. For we know, that if our earth) 
house of the tabernacle made with hands be dissolved; that |; 
its political, ecclesiastical, and animal constitution of thiogs 
seen and temporal be broken up—and the heavens of Israel's 
im commonwealth being set on fire, be dissolved, and the elements 
thereof burning, be melted, (2 Pet. iii: 12.) we, the disciples of 
“a Jesus, according to the promise of God, have in process of 
: building (oikordumeen, the act of building) by God, ‘‘a house not 
BNis > made with hands’—constituted of “a new heaven, and a new 
: 
6 
4 


nee. 


eaith in which dwells righteousness” (2 Pet. iii: 13)—a build 

ial ing or constitution of things as yet unseen, composed of ele- 
ments unlike the present temporal and visible ones of our carth- 
ly house, of everlasting duration. 

Now the reason why we endure all things at all hazard o! 
s - life, and aim at things unseen, is, because, under the presen! 
order of temporal things, we groan, being in the “bondage of a 
Re perishing state, travailing in anguish, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves” (Rom. viii: 18-25,) “earnestly desiring t 
be invested with our heavenly mansion,”—to be clothed with 
glory, honor, and incorruptibility, in the inheritance, which ts 
incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading, preserved in the heay- 
ie fe. ens for us, who by the power of God, are guarded through 
es : faith, to the salvation prepared tobe revealed in the last time’ 
ee. (1 Pet. i: 4.) And surely, being thus invested, we shal! not be 
ari found naked, corruptible or mortal. For we that are in this 
Bs tabernacle—who are of the earth earthly, and a part of the 
. ‘present (temporal) heavens and earth” do groan, being bur- 
| dened with the ills of life; not that we desire to be divested 0! 
life; by no means: on the contrary we long for the adoption, 
namely, the vestment of eternalj life, or “the} redemption 0! 
our body” from corruptibility, dishonor, weakness, and earthi- 
A ness: we earnestly desire that the mortality of our nature may 
“8 be abolished—that this “corruptible body may put on incorrup- 
"S. tion, and this mortal body may put on incorruptibility” that 
“death may be swallowed up forever,” that “mortality may b¢ 
dN swallowed up by life.” 
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Being wrought up to this desire by God, who has given us of 
jis Spiritas an earnest of this celestial inheritance, we are al- 
ways of good courage, though beset by dangers on every side. 
For we walk by the ligit ot the knowledge of the glory ot God” 
—»y faith; not by the sight of our natural eyes; seeing that 
while at home in the body, placed under this earthly and tempo- 
-al constitution of things—we ‘see not the things eternal, for 
weare absent from the Lord in whose presence these “un- 
speakable things” exist. Animated by these considerations, 
we are indeed courageous, and desirous rather to be absent 
from the body—divested of this perishing state, and to be pre- 
sent with the Lord, “on that day when he shall come to be 
slorified in his saints, and to be admired by all the believers”? 
(2 Thes. i: 10.) Therefore also we strive earnestly whether 
at home in this perishing state, or from home, divested of life, 
to be acceptable to him,—being found in him. For we must 
all appear bo! ore the tribunal of Christ, thatevery one of us 
may receive for the things which he has done while mortal, 
whether good or evil. 

Paul’s earnest desire above all things was “to be invested 
with his heavenly mansion,” when he would be “present with 
the Lord.” This was the great consummation to which he 
devoutly aspired: he longed for incorruptibility 1 an incorrup- 
tible and undefiled mansion, or inheritance. he had not two 
supreme desires, but only one, variously expressed in divers 
parts ofhis writings. In his letter to the Philippian brethren 
he says, ‘I count all things loss, for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord; that | may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, * * * * if by any means I may at- 
tain to the resurrection from thedead.” T'he promise made 
to Abraham was his earnest desire; this was the hope which he 
saw set before him in the gospel—the “One Hope” of the an- 
sient disciples: the prize of the high calling—the hope of glo- 
ry to be realized “‘at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, with 
all his saints;’— ‘the gathering together to him;”’—these were 
the things upon which the Apostles and their brethren placed 
their affections—things unseen and eternal to be attained at 
the resurrection from the dead, and not an instant before. 

EDITOR. 


Louisa Co., Va., July 4th, 1839. 
My dear Brother Thomas,— 

Although T had read your debate with John S. Watt, (a presby} 
terlan clergyman) some five or six months ago, and approved of 
the masterly manner in which you discussed the subject of éter- 
nal life, which | acknowledge was new to me; yet I must confess 
that [ have read it again some few days back with uncommon in- 
terest, and have become almost entirely satisfied a3 respects your 
riews on that subject. In my humble opinion, you have quoted 
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both from the Old and New Testament Scriptures sufficient prog; 
to satisfy _— unprejudiced and candid reader of the sacred = 
cles;—I had, like thousands of my cotemporaries, been laughs 
from my youth by tradition to hecome, as | thought, immovaii, 
in what is called the popular belief of the immortality of the go) 
of every human being, and the never ending and continual pus. 
ishment of the wicked; this opinion I had obtained from others: 
neglecting to consult the apostles and prophets on that Subject, 
nor do I know that I should have ever thought otherwise had yo, 
not developed it soclearly to my satisfaction in said debate. tha 
ether with an examination of the Word, has thrown a ney 
light on the subject. I can say, that am filled with yratityg, 
and thankfulness to God my creator, that I have been spared thys 
long to see and hear one so able and resolute as you are to deelars 
the truth, the whcle truth, and aon but the truth concerning 
the hope which is beyond the grave. I pray God to prosper you 
in the firm stand which you have taken on his side amidst al] the 
jars and discords in Christendom, and malevolent persecutions 
by which you have heretofore heen assailed. Dear brother Thom- 
as, I do believe that you have heretofore endeavored to promote 
the honor and glory of God in wnat you have done. The Apos- 
ue says “tin many things we all offend” I know that humanity is 
frail, and there is no perfecticn in man, therefore I can say in 
truth, that I do feel disposed, in brotherly love to draw the mantle 
of charity over your imperfections, whatever they may have been, 
and attribute them to your head and not to your heart; remember. 
my dear brother, that we shall ultimately receive ihe promised 
reward if we continue in well doing and faint not. The ordinary 
time allotted to human life is but short at best. Two score 
years and ten I have seen, | suppose you have not seen much 
more than the half of it, what is our suffering a few more days or 
years compared with that blessed state of immortality which we 
so ardently hope to enjoy when this mortal shal! put on immortal- 
ity. Let us, therefore, “press forward to the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ,” remembering that if 
we suffer persecution for righteousness sake our Master has pro- 
nounced us happy. Before {close this hasty communication | 
wish to inform you that it is my wish (before I canhe entirely sat. 
8 isfied on the subject of eternal and never ending punishment,) 
‘eS that you give your views on the 24th verse of the 66th chapter of 
: Isaiah’s prophecy, which is quoted by our Saviour in teaching his 
oe disciples, as recorded by Mark, the historian, chapt. ix: ver. 44, 
4 46, and 48. I have not written this to be published in your Ad- 
vocate, but as to that you may do as you think proper. So that 

you publish in the Advocate your views concerning the above 

| mentioned prophecy, [ shall think myself amply compensated 
oR whether I can say Amen to them or not. May the love of God 
! our Heavenly Father, and an ardent geal to establish the dectrine 
taught by C and his Apostiee ever avimate you in the caxs 
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which you have espoused, and so ably vindicated, until it shall 
please him to take us hence to enjoy the blessings which await 
the faithful, is the prayer of your brother in the hope of eternal 
life. THOMAS A. HOPE. 


Isaiah, chapt. \xvi: ver. 24. 


And they shall go forth and see, the carcases of the men, who re- 
belled against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall 
not be quenched; and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh. 


Mr Lowth, in his philological notes on this passage, terms “the 
worm” and “the fire” ‘sensible’ and ‘‘emblematical images.” 
They are taken from a gommon and every day object seen in the 
Gehenna of Jerusalem on the southeast side of the city. In my 
view of the case, the prophet uses them to express the nature, 
certainty, and duration of the destruction of the host slain by the 
fire and sword of Jehovah. ‘These symbols are the worm and 
the fire of the carcases, which will be disgusting to all behold- 
ers. As long as there will be any thing to consume, “their worm 
will not die,” and “their fire will not be quenched;” a thing un- 
common, for in the ’ordinary consumption of dead animals, their 
worm does die before the work is complete; and in burning, the 
fire is quenched, leaving bones either blanched or charred, accord - 
ing to the means employed. But, contrary to this, the perdition 
of “the slain” is to be complete, not a bone being left behind. 

But as Scripture best interprets itself, I refer the reader to the 
following parallel passages. From the 15th to the 17th of this 
same chapter, and mark the expression, “they shall be consumed 
together,’ or as Lowth renders it, “together shall they perish.”’ 
See Ezek. xxxvili: 22, 23;—xxxix: 4; also from v: 11, to v: 21; 
—Zachariah xiv: 12;—2 Thes. i: 7~10; ii: 8;—Rev. xix: 17-21. 
Hence this sweeping destruction to which Isaiah alludes has re- 
ference to the living on the earth, contemporary with the comin 
of the Lord of whom multitudes will be slain by fire, sword, hail, 
and a burning wind, and utterly abolished from the face of the 
earth, by worms, beasts, and birds of prey. EDITOR. 


oO 


JOURNEY TO THE NORTHWEST. 


About four months ago, I found myself settled down, as | sup- 
posed, for the rest of my days in the country of the Old Domin- 
ion. I had become inadvertently entangled in affairs, and seeing 
no probability of an advantageous disenthralment, I had conclud- 
ed to make the best of what could not be helped, and get along as 
I best could. It would be inexpedient to detail the regrets by 
which I am affected, in common with the good citizens of this Re- 
public; they feel them, and lament them as much as I can do, for 
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it is our misfortune to discover that we have fallen on evi! »»,, 
and, I doubt net, they would as readily extricate theme), 
from their influence did they but see their way as clearly 
conceive, | do myself, Suffice it to say, that “the things < 
and temporal” of this latitude are uncongenial to my ming 
habits; and, while it cannot but give me pain to separat 
self from my tried friends and brethren in Virginia, 1 fee! 
duty to follow out my convictions, and to avail myself of 
opening as may be provided in the course of events. 

A relative in Hlinois wrote to one of my household des 
ing the country, and setting forth what he coneeived to | 
excellencies. 1 was invited to peruse it; but so impressed wa 
I with the notion, that my situation was next to inextric 
that upwards of a week passed before | would consent to rea 
supposing it might unsettle me, and so make me restless wi: 
the probability of being able to gratify my new desires, A: 
however, after much persuasion, | perused its contents. ‘Th 
ter contained a simple statement of facets, accompanied by fry 
year’s experience of the writer; who, though for years a resid 
in the city of New Yerk, and accustomed to the convenicnces 
civilized life, declared his entire satisfaction with the soil, | 
veniences, and society of northern Illinois. I re-perused th 
ter, and refiected seriously upon its contents, and then upon ve 
State of things around me. 1 compared the flourishing and s 
prospering northwest, rapidly advancing in population and \w- 
provement,’ with these deteriorated and retrograding countries 
the South. I began to converse about Illinois with please: 
my eyes were opened, and I determined, at all events to go w 
see for myself. Here tollows an extract from the letter afor- 
said;— 


. 


) 


Narervitte, Du Pace Co., Ittiors, Feb. 11th, |> 





Dear »—I thank you for your esteemed favor, mailed on (! 
ultimo, which I yesterday received; and, by request as well as desu 
hasten this reply to your enquiries, which shall be as near as I can ms 
it, truth unadorned and mere opinion without advice: for 1 do not hold! 
practice of exalting and falsifying this new country, as is too often ' 
case, to be either honest or just, and I conzider it quite as unnecessary © 
it is unjust; because, this country, without exaggeration, in my view 
well as the opinion of all others who are acquainted with it, possess 
strong inducements to all classes, all professions, and all occupations, 
cept religion; and there is not, perhaps, a place in the Union where reli 
istmore needed, but I am pleased to say her march is onward. * * 

And now to the subject matter of your enquiries. I can assure you, ¥ 
should rejoice as much as you to have you near us; and as to that mati’ 
you and the Dr. may determine after what follows, for I cannot flatter 
mislead, though we are desirous of your society. Our soil is fertile, 
climate healthy, our winters cold, and summers pleasant. ur fields &™ 
prairies extensive; and our crops abundant. Our inhabitants are whi! 
trom the States of New York and Vermont. Intelligent and industnows 
some wealthy, many tryingto become so, and very likely to succeed; * 
cause they begin with the country and grow with her peoaperity whic 
is rapid and comparatively certain. We find no scarcity of laboring ™ 
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who, I presume, do more work in one day than your blacks do in three, 
nycorithy only fro n what Souther 1 men have told mie: ane the price ot 
ther labor ts in propertion to the prico of other things, Bor Tt cannot aay 
that of the fomale help m doors; it is extremeby heh and diffiealt to obtam 
and I should like very well to have a epan of your blacks to help in the 


house Land is werth from 5 to 7 collars per were; yet inoour vicinity if 
an be got for about $1 25 per acre, whichis government | , and hae 
never yet been offered for sale 

It is principally all settled upon, but by giving a small sum to the settler 
for his ri@ht and title, you then have an undisputed and parninount ttle 
ver all but the wovernmenl of the United St les; and then | 1Viller to 
government 81 26 you get a deed trom the United States Visas dor th 
wditional sum of S400 you can purchase a first rate farina : U0 acres 
ready and fit for th plough, lt isa fine graving and atock niry, ana 
hundreds are geting wealthy and hundreds are destined tobe by earls 
emigration to this or some new country. Expenence has lon noe shown 
me, that the atiante States, densely populate d as they ar _ Ww ther soul 
unpoveris vod avricullure paralyze d, (which is the tam pri to every 
ran h of trade.) do not yield lo industry and labor they just ined Wi 
have many flourishing towns growing up, whieh, in my view, afford: an 


opportunity for all or any eccupaAton to Which men choose to direet then 

nius, except preaching; and that gains ground — Bat law, medicine, pole 
aes, school teaching, editonal eflorts, and, in fact, all the mochanient art 
ind farming, are here prospering; and how canit be otherwise We ar 
asa country young and vigorous, having all the faeilities to become, and 
are fast verging to, the importance of the Eaatern States in ther zenith, 
Canals and ruil roads are cutting through the level country, and we are ne 
fonwer the far west. About 5 years since, our cultivated Helds were the 
Indian’s huniier grounds; and, where the wild beaste prowled tor prey, 
the lamb lies down in safety; and the plough has but just turned over the 

is stained by the blood of the last Indian war, Now, all the gaity of 
eastern fashions and manners, as well as many of ther luxurnes, are found 
umong us. | advise not, but should the Dr. resolve to come, I will do alld 
ean to rend ny assistance he may want in procuring a place, either a 
farm, or suc’) business as he may think proper to erabark iy and should 
he have the ietermination to make the change the sooner the better: a 
ail events, let me know, and hear from you soon again. 

Yours affectionately, J. N. H. 

This epistle was not a “dead letter,” at least in my case; it wae 
“living and powerful” as all truth is when it is belicved, I 
thought it possible, that the writer’s motive might be to get hie 
friends out there, to make his situation, not most agreeable, more 
tolerable, or more pleasant. According to my faith, therefore, L act- 
ed; so that, instead of moving out my family on his testimony 
merely, I determined rather to go and see, that my conviction 
might rest upon the evidence presculed to my owt senses. 

In travelliog from day to day, I often thought, how absurd and 
impious was ‘.° dogma of Antichrist, that (he word of God is 
adead letter, Here, thought 1, when picking my way among 
the mud holes of the black swamp in Ohio, and into whieh my 
horse would plunge breast deep,—here am I, a living illustra- 
tion of it# mendacity. Why am I tiling day after day over 
mountains, through swamps, and the newly opened wilderness, 
existing upon everlasting eggs and bacon, half baked dough, and 
home made coffee;—what power has moved me to exchange for 








a 


ee ee 


es 











eS 


- 


'¥ 
; 
: 
i 

4s 


a 
° ” 








vy Me 


ne 


te Se ee 


«bs * 
eps 


: perpendicu 


426 


these labors and “hoosier” dainties, the ease, tranquility ani 
comforts of home? What bat the word of man. Can his wor, 
then, excite to these things, for a few brief enjoyments, ,); 
sannot the word of God ,excite his creatures to encounter ;), 
difficulties of the way of righteousness that they may attain ;, 
glory, honor, incorruptibility, and eternal life—a prize incaley|;. 
bly more estimable, than the possession of all Ilinoia, or «4, 
celestial universe fer a temporal estate. I concluded, that suck 
traditionists were either cracked, bewitched, or both; and go dis. 
missed the case. 

Having put my affairs in order, I left home on the third «/ 
April. My way out lay by Liberty, Fincastle, the Sweet Springs, 
the White Sulphur Springs, Lewisburg, Charleston, &c., to tie 
Ohio River by Point Pleasant. From Gallipolis in Ohio, | tr. 
velled to Chilicothe, and thence to Springfield; about seven miles 
from which, 1 halted for a few days at the house of a friend. From 
New London in Bedford county, Va. to the Ohio, the road is turn. 
piked with the exception of four miles, which will be finished this 
summer. It is well ‘‘graded,” and bridged, so that the mountains 
may be crossed with ever more facility than many of the ordinary 
hills in lower Virginia. The country is more interesting to the 
Geologist than to the agriculturist and lover of the picturesque, 
with afew exceptions.—About seven miles from Lewisburg in 
Greenbrier, there is a very singular rock, which lies at the junc- 
tion of the lime and sand-stone regions. Half the rock is sand- 
stone and the other lime-stone; the former facing the sand-stone, 
and the latter the lime-stone region. About 54 miles from Lewis- 
burg, is the Hawk’s Nest. I visited it twice. All the world 
that goes that way, and knows of its existence, turns aside to view 
it. The seme stands upon the verge of a precipice 700 feet 

ar above the New River. Before him is a mountain 
at whose base the river rushes in its course, and on either bank 
are spurs of the Gauley mountain. Oc viewing this magnificent 
specimen of the Creator’s handy works, tears of admiration flow- 
ed from my eyes, and with profound veneration, I exclaimed, 
“Great and wonderful are thy works, O Lord God Almighty; 
righteous and true are thy ways, O King of Saints. Who would 
not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? For thou alone art 
perfect.” Truly how much of our benevolent and powerful Crea- 
tor might be seen in his works, if we were only to seek for him 
there. His omnipresence is manifested by every created thing. 

At New Richmond, about 13 miles from Chilicothe, I fell in 
company witha number of Universalists. From the shape of my 
saddle-bags, as I afterwards learned, the taverner concluded I was 
from Virginia, and so informed his brethren; who forthwith, sup- 
= me to bea slave holder, commenced a conversation on abo- 
ition. ' 

From abolitionism, my new acquaintances turned to the sub- 
ject of religion. By this time, traveller's room was well 
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filed with listeners to a conversation between myself and another, 
who IL afterwards found to be an universalist clergyman, He 
took it for granted that I believed in all the popular speculations 
about immortality, heaven, hell, and the punishment of the un- 
righteous; and consequently directed his reasonings against them. 
[told him that he was sailing on a wrong tack. That I was net 
responsible for the ‘absurdities of the orthodox” on these sub- 


jects, for I had no more faith in them than he had. Then I must 


be an universalist, for he knew no ground to stand upon between 
orthodoxy and universalism. But, said I, it cannot be thatI am 
an universalist; for I do not believe that all men will be saved, 
and I believe alsoin eternal punishment. Believe in eternal pun- 
ishment, said he, and yet not orthodox! I believe, said [, in eter- 
nal punishment, hecause Jesus has declared, that the unrighteous 
shall go awayinto eternal punishment, but I do not agree with 
the popular definition of this punishment. Jesus terms it “eternal 
fire, prepared for the devil and hts agents;”’ I believe, therefore, 
that it is eternal tire; and as Jesus and his Apostles taught the 
same thing on all subjects, I believe that the phrase “eternal fire” 
is correctly interpreted by Paul, when he says, concerning the 
same characters, that Jesus will inflict upon them ‘a just punish- 
ishment—an everlasting destruction from his presence, &c.;” in 
another part he terms them, “the destroyed,” and their punish- 
ment of destruction, “death ending in death;” and John desig- 
nates it as “the second death,’’ because men rise from the first 
death to be tried, and, if found guilty, to suffer the punishment of 
the eternal fire, which ends in the second death. But, said he, if 
the punishment be eternal how can it end indeath? It is eternal, 
I replied, not, however, as I conceive, because men are eternally 
conscious of it, but because ‘the second death,” unlike the first 
death, which is a temporal or limited punishment, is never end- 
ing. There is redemption from the first or temporal death; but 
there is none from the second; and as both are the punishment of 
sin, the latter isits eternal punishment. 

Incorruptibility and Eternal Life, as the great gift of God by 
Jesus Christ through the ancient gospel as opposed to all perver- 
sions of it, made up an interesting part of our conversation, till 
ll o'clock at night. [ endeavored to show them, that they de- 
rived nothing incorruptible or eternal from their animal constitu- 
tion and descent, that God made the first man “a living soul” or 
an “animal body;” and that, as was the earthy Adam so are we the 
earthy, his descendants. ‘That we, like Adam, are susceptible, 
or able to receive, the inestimable gift of eternal life, condition- 
ally, namely, by obedience to the divine law; so that if we were 
condemned, our condemnation would be just, obedience or diso- 
hedience being the test; as it is written concerning Jesus, that 
being made perfect, (by his resurrection to life eternal,) *‘he has 
become the author o 
but to none else under this dispensation of spiritual affairs, On 


eternal salvation to all who obey him”— 
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breaking up our conference, the reverend gentleman invited yy, 
to stay and address the citizens on thefnorrew, being Lord’s day. 
I consented; but, said mine host, in «i ving the notice, what seo 
shall we say you belong to? Oh! soi f, never mind the sec: 
just publish, that a traveller from Virginia will speak to them oy 
the subject of the Christian religion; 1°!| tell them myself what 
sect I belong to. 

On the morrow we metin full assembly. By way of intrody, 
tion, I told them that 1 was about to address them upon the a) 


important topics of remission of sins and eternal life; but tha; 
knowing something of our common nature, and that curiosity js 
a very strong ingredient thereof, I should, before I proceeded wit) 
the subject proposed, answer certain questions, whch I knew 
must of necessity present themselves to their minds. They 
would doubtless want to know my name, profession, abode. 
religion, and so forth. Well, then, my name was John Thom. 
as; my profession that of a physician and farmer; my residence: 
Amelia county, Virginia; and as to my religion, | belonged 1 
a sect, of which, if they read the divine word, they could not 
fail to be informed. In the New Testament certain persons are 
spoken of, who were first called disciples; also the sect of th 
Nazarenes. ‘That these were first called Christians at Antioch, 
and that they were every where spoken against. That | he- 
lieved the same things which they believed, and practiced th 
same things which they practiced:—“denying ourselves of al! 
ungodliness, and worldly lusts, we endeavored to live sober! 


and righteously, and religiously in this present age; expecti 
the blessed hope, namely, the appearing of the glory of the 
great God, and of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave him- 
self for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 
rify to himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” In 
brief, that if they were acquainted with such a sect of people 
in these times, that was the sect to which [ belonged, by 
whatscever name it might be called. I then proceeded to giv 
them an outline, as condensed as possible, of the New Institu- 
tion founded on Matt. xvi: 13-20, and after a discourse of some 
three hours, to which they paid remarkable attention, we dis- 
missed, 

Tn the evening our conversation was renewed at the tavern, and 
continued till late. In departing the clergyman observed, that 
he could make my views very unpopular if he chose; the ortho- 
dox opinions, he continued, are infinitely,absurd on the topics we 
have canvassed, yours are’only half as absurd; but as infinity is in- 
divisible, yours are alsofinfinitely absurd. Notwithstanding the 
infinite absurdity of my belief, however, he concluded by observ- 
ing, that, as I was going to Springfield, if I would call on a Mr. 
Messenger, universalist clergyman there, he would let me have 
the use of his meeting house. We parted on very friendly terms, 
and with a pressing invitation to visit them on my return. 
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At the end of about 23 days, 1 arrived at my destination. After 
leaving Springfield, I passed through Urbanna, Sydney, and Fort 
St. Mary, in Ohio; Fort Wayne, Goshen, Mishawaka, South 
Bend and Michigan city, in Indiana; and Chicago. Mishawaka 
is a beautiful town about 4 years old, on the banks of the great St. 
Joseph, a fine river navigable by steam boats to the town, Yan- 
kee enterprise, industry and taste are amply displayed in the tou 
ensemble of the place. Ifthe New England towns are like Mi- 
shawaka, it must certainly be a very interesting country to trave! 
through. Michigan city consists of handsome buildings erected 
upon a sand bank with an unhealthy marsh in the rear. Even 
the business streets are ankle deep in sand! It is unhealthy, and 
fast becoming the companion of City West, in the solitude of 
desertion. 

Chicago is onty 7 years old, yet it contains 6000 white inhab- 
itants. Itis quite a business place, and destined in a short time 
to become the Cincinnati of the northwest. It has 2 weekly pa- 
pers, and a daily, besides every thing a civilized people can re- 
quire, excent the temple of Jehovah, for whose erection, as far 
as I could learn, no efforts had yet been made. ‘he god of the 
Chicagoes, till recently, has been Mammon, the great idol of the 
world; but some of them have agreed to apotheosize the Sectarian 
Antichrist, and to admit him to a co-partnership with their favor- 
ite image; for while sojourning in the country, 1 read in one of 
the political papers aa account by one Isaac ‘Taylor Hinton, late 
of Richmond, Va., of a great sectarian revival, which he absurd- 
ly enough ascribed to the Spirit of the Lord, the result of which 
was, 1 think, that on dividing the spoil, the sectarian clergy of 
divers denominations shared the “wood, hay, and stubble” be- 
tween them for their own fodder and fuel! I say absurdly enough, 
for is it likely, that an all-wése and consistent Being wouid make 
one man a Rhantist and another a Baptist, knowing that the next 
step would be to quarrel about sprinkling and immersion! ‘The 
Spiritin the Scriptures exhorts to unity and love for the truth’s 
sake; do you think, then, O Reader, that he would make converts 
toa system which works diseord and hatred in the hearts of its 
votaries? If you do think so, I tell you what it is, you have very 
grovelling and false conceptions of Him who ‘doth all things 
well,” r 

_In travelling south by west of Chicago, you cross a prairie of 
nine miles to the Widow Berry’s Point. From hence the coun- 
try improves greatly, until you enter the region watered by the 
Du Page and Fox. [ spent about three weeks in the vicinity 
of these rivers, and enjoyed abundant opportunity of viewing the 
country, Iwas by no means prepared for such a paradise in the 
northwest. Itis certainly one of the most beautiful and fertile on 
earth; for farming it is assuredly unsurpassed. It is well peopled, 
and of towns there is no lack. “The internal improvements cannot 
fail to enhance the value of the lands two hundred per cent in a 
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very few years. There is a canal being cut from Chicago to the 
I}linois river, of 105 miles in length, 60 feet wide on the surface 
of the water, 35 at bottom, and 6 feet deep. By this the Lakes 
and the Gulf of Mexico wil! be united; so that the unwooded 
prairie will hecome as valuable as the timbered in the range of 
the canal; for while the farmers can raise 40 bushels of wheat 
per acre, they can afford to buy fuel and fencing, which can then 
be brought from Milwauky via Chicago, and the Fox river beds 
of coal. Butas the soil is of arich black mould, capable of 
producing large crops on a small surface, the fields need not be 
extensive; wood fencing may, therefore, be superseded by trench. 
es and turf embankment, But, I have nct room to go into the 
details of the advantages of northern Illinois. Were my advice 
asked by my friends in the south, I would say_dispose of your 
property to the best advantage for all concerned and clear out w 
Illinois; and did the Christianity 1 profess allow me to desire 
the misfortune and distress of my enemies, I would say by all 
means stay where you are, for compared with that country, po- 
verty, famine, and jeopardy stare you in the face. 

Some four or five years ago, a man sold his claim for an axe, 
now he demands for one nowise superior to it, 2000 dollars 
Land is worth from 5 to 10 dollars an acre independent of the 
government price. I purchased a farm and am making arrange- 
ments to move out as soon as possible. As to society, | was agree- 
ably disappointed; one thing only is wanting to make it satisfac- 
tory. ‘Time may remedy this defect, when the truth shall have 
been sown and taken root among them. If a man have a soul 
for music, he can be regaled with the harmony of the piano, the 
guitar, and the voice; or should he have a gift of language, he 
may discourse of France and Frenchmen in the language of the 
French; or if he prefer with his neighbor in the hour of leisure, 
to converse in plain English, a library of a thousand volumes 
will afford subjects in abundance to elicit ‘a feast of reason and 
a flow of soul.” The Englishman, New Yorker, Bostonian, and 
Vermonter now enliven the domestic hearth, which but yester 
day, as it were, witnessed the Indian revels of the Sauk, Fox, 
and Potawattamie tribes. I deem myself fortunate in having 
fallen upon such*a vicinity in the region of the far west; and 
trust that being once settled among them it may be for weal, aud 
the restof my days, for of travelling 1 shall have had quantum 
sufficit, usque ad tedium, hitherto at least. 

On my return, I passed through Juliet, across the Des 
Plains, Kankakee, Iroquois, and Wabash to Lafayette, in Indi- 
ana. From thence to Indianopolis. My intention was to have 
taken the national road to Springfield in Ohio; but owing to the 
rains, it was impassable. J travelled, therefore, by Shelbyville 
and Napceleon, to Laurenceburg at the embouchure of the Big 
Miami, and then some 20 miles along the Ohio to Ciucinnati. 
Then by Lebanon and Xenia, to Springfield, from whence, after a 
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rest of a few days, I returned to Amelia, by Covington, the Natu. 
ral Bridge, and Lynchburg, where [ found every thing “in good 
fix,” after an absence of nearly three months and a journey of 
some 1800 miles. 

| arrtved in Cincinnati after an absence of about 6 years; and 
was much gratified at the hospitality and friendship'1 experienced 
from the brethren. I addressed the congregation assembling at 
Sycamore three times on the Lord’s day; and on the day following 
spent a very agreeable time with our warm hearted and excellent 
Brother Scott, at the houses of brethren Lawson and Gano. | 
regret that [ cannot spend more time in the company of these and 
other brethren. It seemed like old times to find myself after so 
many ‘apostolic blows and knocks” from divers parts, enjoying 
the pleasant society of brethren Scott, Challen, and Gano, whose 
exhibitions of truth in private and public, first arrested my atten- 
tion, and enlisted my zealous affection in behalf of the ‘one 
Lord, one Faith, aud one Baptism.” Cincinnati is the place of 
my second nativity, for it was here | first drew breath in the King- 
dom of Heaven; [ was indeed born of the /fl:sh in London, but | 
became a spirit only when I was born of water and the Spirit in 
this beautiful city of the west. My recollections, therefore, in 
connexion with Cinciunati, are as far superior in interest to me, 
to those with the great Babylon of the Protestant world, as spirit 
is to flesh in the estimation of the-Father of Spirits. Qn my first ar- 
rival in Cincinnati I had been “flesh” for 23 years; but on visit- 
ing that city again on my return from I)linois, I had also been a 
“spirit” for six; according as it is written, “that which is born of 
the spirit is spisit.”” 1 was rejoiced to find that Brother Scott 
and myself so well agreed on the doctrine of incorruptibility and 
eternal life purely a gift of God by Jesus Christ through obedi- 
ence to the original gospel. I shall continue to do as I have done 
hitherto, and in further conformity with his advice, ‘not to give 
up one inch of the ground I have taken; for it is true, and no one 
can set it aside.” 

Itmay not be amiss here to notice, that Brother S. is publish- 
ing a new edition of the Hymn Book, containing a greater variety 
and number than the former, and purged of many exceptionable 
things, and that too without any increase of price. The edition 
cannot but be acceptable to those, who desire to sing with the 
understanding as well as with feeling. Orders, post paid, directed 
to him at Carthage, Hamilton co., Ohio, I doubt not, will be 
promptly attended to. 

My real patrons will probably desire to know something of the 
future destiny of the Advocate. For their information, then, I 
would inform them, that its publication will necessarily be sus- 

aded until I am resettled ingmy new home. When [ resume, 
it is probable, | may, publish a paper under a new aad on 
amore miscellaneous flan. It may be enlarged, and perhaps ie- 
sued tri-monthly. My object will be to insinuate the trath among 
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the northwestern peoplé,, without identifying it with any party 
ndme. The title of the paper, therefore, it is probable, will be 
Tre Crrizen; and as the good citizen oughtto be an enlightened 
man, whatever will contribute to his edification and ailintcl eleva. 
tion, will, under its appropriate caption, find insertion. 1 hay, 
taken this view of the matter, because | perceive, that an exely. 
sively religious paper has but a, very limited eirculation at best, 
and that ‘chiefly among those who sustain it as the organ of a 
sect, We Who are looking for the appearing “f the Son of Man, 
want a paper that shall keep us informed of the events of the 
prophetic earth, which are crowding the page of history from day 
to day. ‘This | have every facility of doing, being, in the 
rewular receipt of the most influential English journals. But of 
this more hereafter. 

In fine, I expect to leave Amelia, the first week in September. 
All letters, therefore, after that date should be addressed to me. 
care of Mr. Godfrey Stevenson, Naperville, Du Page, Illinois; av 
especially let them be post paid, or else he will not take them in. 

EDITOR, 

Liberty, Amelia, Va., July 15th, 1839. 


0 
FEAR OF THE DEVIL. 


“What do you teach her?” “T'hat the devil runs away with 
bad girls and”— “Stop there, Mr. Simcox. Never mind the 
devil yet awhile. Let her first learn to do good, that God may 
love her; the rest will follow. I would rather make people reli- 
gious through their best feelings than their worst—through their 
gratitute and affections than their fears and calculatiens of risk 
and punishment.”—Bulwer. 








0 
ERRATA, 


The tenth and eleventh numbers were issued during my ab. 
sence. On looking over them, I find many typographical errors; 
the reader, I hope, will regard them with leniency, for I had no 
proof reader competent to a critical correction of the press. Among 
the misprints I will mention two, viz: p. 343, 4th line from the 
foot, for “the dand of Israel,” read ‘‘the law of Jehovah,” and on 
p- 344, 13th line from below, for “shall be gratified,” read “shal! 
be justified.” 





0 
NOTICE. 

The brethren will hold three days pny the Lord will, at 
the following times and places, that is, at the Fork Meeting house 
in Lunenburg, to begin Saturday before the 4th Lord’s day in July: 
at Springfield same county to begin Saturday before the 4th Lord’s 


day in Aagust; and at Corinth Powhattan to begin Friday before 
4th Lord’s day in September 








